
Hierta’s Corner 
Glimpses from the life once lived at Hovings malmgård. 

Nike Kron 

Hierta’s Corner – a newspaper cafe in the spirit of Swedish liberal Lars Johan Hierta, the father 
of the free press in Sweden. A new public building located in the heart of Stockholm’s old textile 
dyeing industry and nearby Hovings malmgård, an 18th century mansion. 
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HOVINGS MALMGÅRD (1770) STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN

Facade drawing of Hovings malmgård by Casper Christian 
Friese (Kallstenius & Ploom, 2013, p.133).
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foundation

Hovings 
malmgård Fig. 2. The windmill foundation
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TIMELINE OF HOVINGS MALMGÅRD 

1770 Hovings malmgård and 
windmill are built. The color 
graining and textile business 
begins. 

1841

1841 Lars Johan Hierta aquires  
Hovings malmgård and adds new 
factory buildings to the plot for his  
candle factory business. Hierta uses the 
malmgård as his own residence 
between 1841-1848.  

1969 Stockholm municipality 
aquires Hovings malmgård. They 
restore the building to make it 
suitable for office space. An 
asphalted paring lot is being made 
in front of the southeastern facade. 

1975 All of the surrounding factory buildings are 
demolished, except Hovings malmgård and the
employee dwelling Gröna gården, located about 100 
meters from Hovings malmgård. 

19751830

1830 Daily newspaper 
Aftonbladet is founded 
by Lars Johan Hierta.

The manifesto for Aftonbladet (1830) written by Lars Johan Hierta. 
It is a criticism of his fellow publicists. He argues that they are not 
taking their role as critical reviewer seriously. Therefore, he founds 
Aftonbladet (Stockholmskällan, 2021, Lars Hiertas programförklar-
ing för Aftonbladet 1830)

2000

2000 Construction company Einar 
Mattson AB acquired the plot from 
Stockholm Municipality and is given 
land allocation (markanvisning, an 
agreement to negotiate with the 
municipality about exploitation 
within the certain area)

2023

Textile coloring, silk and clothing production (1770-1841)

Candle factory (1841-1869)

1800 1850 1900 1950 2000 20251770

19691770

Office space 1979-2015

Einar Mattson is given land allocation and applies for a construction permit on the plot (2000- )

Municipal ownership (1969- )

BACKGROUND  

The coloring procedure 
(Bergström, 2013, p.102).

Candles from Hiertas factory (Garnet, 
2016, p. 53).

Lake Hammarby in 1805
(Stockholmskällan, 2021). 
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Besides creating the newspaper Aftonbladet he also became one of Sweden’s largest book 
publishers. Hierta marketed classical literary works to a wide public through affordable 
booklets and subscriptions. For this he received strong criticism from the upper classes who 
thought books were only for the educated. 

LARS JOHAN HIERTA (1801-1872). FATHER OF THE FREE PRESS IN SWEDEN.

RELEVANCE  

Hierta strived for education to the general public.

Lars Johan Hierta, (The National archives of Sweden) The first edition of Hierta’s reading library. 
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A  CONFLICT OF THE FUTURE OF HOVINGS MALMGÅRD. 
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PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION PLOT FOR THE NEWSPAPER CAFÉ, HIERTA’S CORNER

Below you find a proposed construction plot for Hierta’s Corner, about 500 m2. The proposal seeks not to interfere to much with the cultural reserve and the sightlines towards the 
waterfront and the building Gröna Gården, which is a building from 1854 where workers at Hovings lived in the 19th century. 

Cultural reserve  Proposed area (500m2) for construction plot
10 0 100 

Scale 1:1000 (A3)

Gröna Gården  

Fig. 9. Gröna gården. Ellgaard (2017) 
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PHOTOS FROM CONSTRUCTION PLOT

Retaining stone wall in granit 
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THE TRANSIT FROM STREET TO GARDEN LEVEL 

6000

Retaining stone wall

Malmgårdarna was used as a rural residence for the burghers and nobles, as a way to escape 
central Stockholm in the 17th and 18th centrury.

Street level Garden level Step down towards the garden of Hovings malmgård 
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6000

Retaining stone wall (granit)

Adding a wooden construction 
to the pre-existing stone wall. 

Pre-existing stone wall 
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Newspaper and reading area, second floor, street level, SCALE 1:50 
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NEWSPAPER AND READING AREA AT HIERTA’S CORNER 

Culture Politics & Society Children History & GardeningInternational
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S1015-R

S7005-B80G

S2030-Y10R

S3005-R50B

S5040-R10B

S6020-R70B

Textile dying was an industry of great 
importance in the area around Lake 
Hammarby, Södermalm.

The color setting of Hierta’s Corner 
has therefore been inspired by 
colored textile samples from the 
Nordic Museum archive. The samples 
below are from color and textile 
manufactures that emerged around 
Lake Hammarby in the 18th-century.   

COLOR SETTING INSPIRED BY THE OLD TEXTILE DYING INDUSTRY AT LAKE HAMMARBY
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HOVINGS MALMGÅRD AS A COMMUNITY CENTER

ENTRANCE FLOOR

FIRST FLOOR

SECOND FLOOR

Conference and events 

Office space 

Information desk 
(and small exhibition about the history of the area) 

Provisions of rooms to book

Homework assistance/Study groups

Parental leave meet-ups / Theatre groups/Film clubs

Senior’s associations   

Exhibition hall

Workshops

Provisions of rooms to book

Homework assistance/Study groups

Community associations 
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GARDEN PROPOSAL 

Hovings malmgård in 1867

Illustration of German gardening ideals from 
the book Trädgårdskonst (1848).

Oak tree
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VISUAL CONNECTION TO THE WINDMILL FOUNDATION

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS, GLIMTS FROM THE LIFE ONCE LIVED AT HOVINGS MALMGÅRD

The visual connection that Carl Gustaf Hoving once had between his malmgård and the windmill is now being blocked because of new constructions. 
The foundation of the windmill is still visible from some places in the garden. 

10 0 100m 
Scale 1:1000 (A3)

50m 
Area for visual connection to the windmill foundation 

HOVINGS WINDMILL 
FOUNDATION
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GARDEN PROPOSAL 

GRÖNA GÅRDEN

WINDMILL FOUNDATION

SEATING PLACES IN AREA FOR VISUAL CONNECTION TO HOVINGS OLD 
WINDMILL FOUNDATION. In
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THE GARDEN PROPOSAL 

WINDMILL FOUNDATION

SEATING PLACES 

Area for visual connection to 
the windmill foundation 

In
ko

m
 ti

ll 
S

to
ck

ho
lm

s 
st

ad
sb

yg
gn

ad
sk

on
to

r 
- 

20
24

-0
1-

21
, D

nr
 2

02
1-

14
70

9


